
CosseyPark 
άCosseyBotanticaltŀǊƪέ



History and Current Status
Å9.4 acre site that was once location of Arthur L. CosseyWater Treatment 

Plant ςclosed in 2000 after 73 years of being in service

ÅIn 2008, Guy Mussey of Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) approached 
City about the creation of a park with a variety of trees and shrubs, as well 
as a guided walking trail, with help from Master Gardeners

ÅMaster Gardeners began planting trees and shrubs in 2009

ÅPark is home to a botanical garden area, dog park, community garden, 
fishing, access to Canal Path, and parking for Cossey& Memorial Parks

ÅCo-managed by VCE and Fredericksburg Parks, Recreation and Events 
ÅVCE leads programming

ÅPRE handles maintenance



Advisory Panel

ÅCreation and purpose of Advisory Panel
ÅDiverse group from community stakeholders that use the park and/or 

considered subject matter experts.

ÅAssist with planning the completion of CosseytŀǊƪΩǎ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ

ÅTasks performed
ÅMeetings and site visits

ÅDevelop mission statement

ÅCreate list of strategic objectives

ÅPrioritize projects

ÅDiscuss implementation and next steps



Advisory Panel

ÅMike Blashford ςcertified arborist, Arbor Care Tree Service

ÅCallie Brown ςSuperintendent of Recreation specializing in Nature 
Programming

ÅKathie Holliday ςBoard member of Master Gardener Association of 
Central Rappahannock Area (MGACRA)

ÅAnne Little ςFounder of Tree Fredericksburg, former Chair of the 
Clean and Green Commission

ÅBicknell Robbins ςcertified arborist for City of Fredericksburg

ÅTina Will ςExtension Master Gardener, CosseyPark Project Lead



Mission Statement 

Within CosseyPark, there is a vibrant, green space that is managed 
and operated with the intent to offer a wide variety of outdoor 
activities, educational programs and passive recreation to foster an 
appreciation of nature for the community.  



ÅEducational Programming and Activities

ÅAccess and Mobility

ÅDesign and Maintenance

ÅSpecies and Variety

4 Areas of Focus



3 steps to success

ÅStep 1- Short-term needed projects

ÅStep 2- Contract Professional Landscape          
Designer

ÅStep 3- Long-term Initiatives


