ITEM # 11H

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Mayor Greenlaw and Members of City Council
Timothy J. Baroody, City Manager
August 18, 2021 (for August 24, Council meeting)
City Manager’s Update

Highlights of major activities and other notable developments:

COVID-19 Vaccines Update – FREE COVID-19 Testing and FREE Vaccination Clinics are available
now! To find a vaccine provider near you, visit vaccinate.virginia.gov, call 877-VAX-IN-VA (877829-4682), or text your ZIP code to GETVAX (438829) for English or VACUNA (822862) for Spanish.
Call center representatives are available from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

Community Meetings – Let's talk
about Emergency Evacuation Planning
& Response. Please join us for a
Community Town Hall to present and
discuss City of Fredericksburg’s
evacuation plans and incident
response within the city and near
railway corridors. We encourage
interested citizens to attend one of
these two meetings: Thursday, August
19 at 6:00pm at the Mayfield Community Center, 311 Glover Street or Thursday, September 9
at 6:00pm at the Dorothy Hart Community Center, 408 Canal Street. Presenters will be Fire
Chief Jones, Division Chief of Operations Podbielski and Battalion Chief - Deputy of Emergency
Manager McGovern. Social distancing and other CDC guidelines will be in place. For questions,
please email citymanager@fredericksburgva.gov or call 540-372-1010.
100 Block of William Street Stormwater Pipe Replacement Begins – Replacement of the
William Street storm sewer system, between Caroline and Sophia Street, began in early August.
Ashburn Contracting Corporation (ACC) has been awarded the contract to install the system
designed by The Timmons Group. ACC will complete the project in phases. The Sophia Street
intersection is part of the first phase of the project to be finished before Chatham Bridge
completion. The final phase will conclude the first week of November, 2021. Three of the four
project phases are designed to occur during nighttime hours. All traffic in this vicinity will
experience detours thru November. Parking may be temporarily impacted during construction.
Alternate parking includes the parking deck located on Wolfe Street between Sophia and
Caroline- the first 4 hours are free (then a dollar each additional hour). Construction will
accommodate customer traffic, businesses in the proximity to the construction are not
anticipated to experience prolonged interruptions. Access to businesses remains a critical
objective during this project. Additional information is available on the following City webpagehttps://www.fredericksburgva.gov/476/Stormwater-Management.
Traffic Safety Initiative – The Police Department has
launched a traffic safety initiative to target areas in the
City where distracted driving and speeding have
become a public safety concern. Drivers, be advised
that the Police Department will be heavily enforcing
speeding, reckless driving, disregard of stop signs, and
failure to obey red lights. Want to avoid a ticket? Drive
smart and safe, #FXBG.
Page 2 of 6

Important Message from Chief
Layton and Commonwealth's
Attorney Humphries - Over the
last few months, the City of
Fredericksburg has seen instances
of violent crime stemming from
gun violence like most cities across
the country. Gun violence doesn’t
just impact victims and offenders;
it affects families, children, loved
ones – gun violence impacts our entire community.
On August 11, the City of Fredericksburg Commonwealth’s Attorney Libby Humphries and
Police Chief Layton are sent out this clear message to anyone who comes to Fredericksburg:
“We will not tolerate gun violence in our City. If you are found in possession of an illegal firearm
or use a gun in the commission of a felony, you will be arrested and prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law. The Police Department and this community will not tolerate gun violence of
any kind.”
Wind Down Wednesday Live
Concert Series is happening this
August and September in Memorial
Park. The FREE concerts are being
held on Wednesday evenings from
6:00pm – 8:00pm in Memorial
Park, 1401 Kenmore Avenue. The
lineup is as follows:
August 25 - Sunset Syndicate
September 1 - Karen Jonas
September 8 - Cat’s Meow Band
September 15 - Spanglish
September 22 - Darcy Dawn
September 29 - Hazel Run
Bring a chair or blanket and your picnic. Or purchase dinner from one of the on-site food
vendors. Parking available at First Christian Church on 1501 Washington Avenue. For more
information please call 540-372-1086 or visit Parks.Fxbg.com.
Christmas Parade Registration – The registration for the Fredericksburg Christmas Parade will
open on August 23. See www.fredericksburgchristmasparade.com for more details. The
Christmas Parade is scheduled for Saturday, December 4 in downtown.
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Weekend Downtown Shuttle – The
City’s popular FREE downtown
weekend shuttle service runs through
Labor Day Weekend, on Fridays and
Saturdays between 5 p.m. and 8:30
p.m. Use the service to take advantage
of the plentiful parking along the route
and then ride to their favorite
restaurants or attractions, or simply to
enjoy a scenic 20-minute trip around
downtown Fredericksburg. The shuttle,
which is operated by our friends at
Trolley Tours of Fredericksburg, will
make
the
following
stops:
Fredericksburg Visitor Center / Intersection of Caroline and William streets / Princess Anne Street
near Carl’s Frozen Custard / Canal Quarter near Red Dragon Brewery / William and Winchester
streets near Mellow Mushroom / William and Charles streets near Castiglia’s. Riders can also
make requests for additional stops, time permitting. Find out more online or inquire at the
Fredericksburg Visitor Center. There is plenty of parking at the Sophia Street Parking Garage and
the VRE lot during these times, to park and ride the shuttle to your downtown destinations.
CARES Utility Relief Funds for Water and Wastewater Service Billed by the City of
Fredericksburg – City water and sewer customers may have an opportunity for funding from
the CARES Act. Customers must be affected by the global pandemic and have accounts in arrears
greater than 30 days to be eligible for this opportunity. To be considered, please submit a brief
application for CARES Utility Relief Funds. Applications may be submitted via our website. For
assistance or questions, or to submit the application by telephone, please call us at (540) 3721017 ext. 235. Applications must be submitted by close of business October 1st, 2021.
Residential refuse collection fees are not eligible for relief under program guidelines. The
amended budget for the Commonwealth of Virginia, recently signed by Governor Northam, will
allow those customers who are still impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic to receive assistance
with their water and wastewater bills. If you are still affected by the pandemic and have already
received aid in the first round of relief, you are eligible to apply again. Previously receiving aid
WILL NOT affect your eligibility for relief. This is a continuation of the program enacted in late
December aimed towards relief for utility customers whose accounts are in arrears.
Submission of an application does not guarantee any or all of a customer’s account arrearages
will be offset by CARES Utility Relief Funds. After the application period, the City Finance
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Department will complete an analysis of each account to determine eligibility. Due to program
guidelines, customers that are 60 days or greater in arrears will be given priority for forgiveness.
See additional info here.
Fall Catalog Released – The Parks, Recreation and
Events Fall Catalog of Activities is now available. They
are excited to offer socially distanced programs for
children and adults this season! Find out about the
many special events, nature programs, special interest
classes and youth sports that are being offered now
through December. Plus, be sure to check out the full
listing of city parks and trails for your family and friends
to get outside and enjoy this autumn. Read the catalog
online or pick up your print copy at the Dorothy Hart
Community Center.

Board and Commission Openings – Are you a city resident? Passionate about your community?
Serving on a board or commission can be an excellent way to shape government initiatives in
your community. The City is currently seeking applicants for the following:
- Arts Commission
- Board of Building Codes Appeals
- Board of Zoning Appeals
- Citizens Transportation Advisory Committee
- Memorials Advisory Commission
- Rappahannock Area Community Services Board
To learn more and apply, visit: https://www.fredericksburgva.gov/221/Boards-Commissions or
please feel free to call the City Manager's office at 540-372-1010.
The Fredericksburg Farmers Market is open for the season. The farmers market is located in
Hurkamp Park and open every Saturday, 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. now through October, with an
expanded list of vendors. Art in the Park has returned again this year, and is held on the 1st and
3rd Saturdays from 9:00am – 1:00pm now through October. More information is available online
at fxbgfarmersmarket.com or please call 540-372-1086.
Soggy Doggy Swim – On Friday, September 10 the annual event will be held at Doris E. Buffet
Pool from 12 – 8 p.m. See attached flyer for more details. Pre-Register at www.Parks.FXBG.com
or at the Dorothy Hart Community Center.
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Fall Programs – Our Parks, Recreation and Events team is continually working on fun and safe
programs for this upcoming season. See the full listing
which continues to grow!
Fred Focus – The Fredericksburg Department of Economic Development
and Tourism is pleased to bring you Fred Focus, a weekly e-newsletter that
goes out every Thursday and keeps you up-to-date on Fredericksburg
business and tourism information and events. This week’s edition.
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SOGGY DOGGY SWIM
WHEN DOGS RULE THE DORIS E. BUFFETT POOL!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH
12PM-8:00PM
$5 FOR UP TO TWO DOGS PER OWNER
OPEN TO DOGS 12 WEEKS & OLDER. ALL DOGS
MUST HAVE CURRENT VACCINATIONS. HALF OF
ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO THE
FREDERICKSBURG SPCA.
PRE-REGISTER AT PARKS.FXBG.COM OR AT THE
DOROTHY HART COMMUNITY CENTER. IF SPACE IS
AVAILABLE YOU MAY REGISTER THE DAY OF THE
EVENT ON SITE.

