ABOUT ALUM SPRING PARK

TREES ALONG THE TRAIL

When Fredericksburg was established
in 1728, the “Alum Spring” was a remote
though well-known destination in the
wilderness of Spotsylvania County. For
several millennia, Powhatan Indians
had come to the banks of Hazel Run to
gather clay. These were the
tribespeople Captain John Smith met
when he explored the area in 1608. After
the town was established, George
Washington surveyed the tract which
was then purchased by his brother-inlaw, Fielding Lewis. Other notable
owners included John Marye, one-time
mayor and owner of Marye’s Heights
and Brompton, and Absalom P. Rowe,
mayor of Fredericksburg from 18881900. The City of Fredericksburg
became the final owner in 1965 after
purchasing the Alum Spring property
from W.C. Spratt and others. The 35acre park was developed with the
addition of a concrete ford and
suspension bridge over Hazel Run, trails,
grills, and picnic tables. It was opened
to the public on August 13, 1968. The
current accessible bridge replaced the
suspension bridge in 2001.

See how many you can identify!

Become the latest in a long line of
explorers as you discover Alum Spring
Park.

▢ Virginia Pine
▢ Eastern Red
Cedar
▢ Tulip Poplar
▢ Alder
▢ American
Beech
▢ Chestnut Oak
▢ Scarlet Oak
▢ White Oak
▢ American Holly
▢ Red Maple
▢ Flowering
Dogwood

▢ Loblolly Pine
▢ Sweetgum
▢ Black Gum
▢ Mockernut
Hickory
▢ Southern Red
Oak
▢ Post Oak
▢ Willow Oak
▢ Sycamore
▢ E. Redbud
▢ White Ash
▢ Other __________

BIRDING CHECKLIST
Check off birds identified by sight
or sound.
▢ Bald Eagle
▢ Northern
Cardinal
▢ Canada Goose
▢ Wood Duck
▢ Mourning Dove
▢ Ruby Throated
Hummingbird
▢ Great Blue
Heron
▢ Black Vulture
▢ Turkey Vulture
▢ Osprey

▢ Red-tailed
Hawk
▢ Belted
Kingfisher
▢ Red Bellied
Woodpecker
▢ Downy
Woodpecker
▢ Pileated
Woodpecker
▢ Blue Jay
▢ N. Mockingbird
▢ Other __________

HOURS OF OPERATION
Open Daily Dawn—Dusk
Park subject to close due to weather
and high water level in Hazel Run
Sign up for FredAlert for updates:
fredericksburgalert.com

RULES & REGULATIONS
Following the rules and applying
common sense will help ensure a
safe and pleasant visit for all and
preserve this park for future
generations.
 Keep the park clean by placing
waste in the proper receptacles
 Biking allowed only on VCR Trail
 Park only in designated areas
 Fires allowed in park grills only
 Wade in creek at own risk
 No motorized vehicles allowed off
road
 No disturbance or removal of
plant or animal life
 All dogs must be on a leash
 Camping and hunting prohibited
 Alcohol prohibited
 No metal detectors
 Hammock straps should be at
least 1” wide and trees used
should be at least 1’ in diameter

For more info, call (540) 372-1086 or
visit www.parks.fxbg.com
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Please Return, Reuse, or
Recycle this brochure!
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HIKING HINTS









Hike with a buddy—
especially if it is your
first time at the park.
Carry water in hot
weather.
Bring a map with you
on the trail.
Let someone know
where you will be
hiking and for how
long.
Stay on the trail.
Observe closing time
of sunset.

Restrooms
Parking
Playground
Self-Guided
Trail Stop

Self Guided Trail
Interested in doing the Self-Guided Trail and
learning more about nature and history as
you hike?
Pick up a Self-Guided Trail brochure to guide
you along or download the free ViewRanger
App on your phone and search for
“Fredericksburg PRE.”

