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Properly planted and well
cared for trees can be a stimulus to economic development,
attracting new business and
tourism.

p. 1
p. 1
p. 2
p. 2
p. 2

Treed commercial retail areas
are more attractive to shoppers, apartments rent more
quickly, tenants stay longer,
and space in a wooded setting
is more valuable to sell or rent.
Rental rates were 7% higher
for properties having a quality
landscape versus comparable
properties lacking that value.
(K. Laverne and WinsonGeiederman, 2003. The Influence of Trees and Landscaping
on Rents at Office Buildings.
Journal of Arboriculture 29, 5,
281-290)
Shoppers are willing to pay
about 10% higher prices for
products in a shopping area
with trees, as opposed to a
comparable shopping district
without trees. (K. Wolfe
(2003). Public response to the
Urban Forest in Inner-City Business Districts. Journal of Arboriculture, 29, 3, 117-26)
Shoppers will travel further to
visit a shopping district with
high quality trees and spend
more time there once they
arrive. (Wolf, Kathleen (2005)
"Business District Streetscapes,
Trees and Consumer Response." Journal of Forestry)

By Erik Nelson
City Transportation Administrator
& Archivist
In 1969, the City of Fredericksburg acquired nearly
4,800 acres of land along the Rappahannock River in
five upriver jurisdictions. That acreage had been
acquired more than 50 years earlier by an electric
power company, which anticipated constructing
hydroelectric plants on the Rappahannock River. A
newer power plant to the south made that plan
obsolete, but in the 1960s, the Corps of Engineers
wanted to construct a flood control dam, which had
broad local support following the devastating flood
of 1942. The newly-purchased City lands would be
part of Fredericksburg’s cost-share requirement,
because that land would be inundated by the
planned reservoir.
A strong local faction opposed the dam, citing the
benefits of a natural, free-flowing river, and in time,
the limited benefits of a dam did not justify its cost.
Plans for its construction were put on hold and eventually abandoned altogether. At that point, in 1989,
the City Council carefully reexamined its overall river
policy and concluded that maintaining its riparian
holdings in their natural state had strong environmental benefits. This conclusion was philosophical
for some members, but quite pragmatic for all of
them because the Rappahannock River is the City’s
source of drinking water.

In its natural state, the City’s Rappahannock River
lands are forested, providing a substantial positive
impact on the river’s water quality. Trees filter out
pollutants, stabilize soils, and provide habitat for fish
and wildlife. A lot of trees compound those benefits
to maintain a healthy river. Forests are dynamic
places where individual trees contribute to the woodlands as a whole, throughout their life cycle as well as
after they die. Tree falls on land regenerate the soil
and provide for new growth, while trees that fall into
the river create shade and habitat for aquatic life.
There are many areas outside the City’s holdings
along the river that provide a startling contrast to
healthy tree cover. Many agricultural areas have left
only a thin strip of trees along the riverbank. The
limited depth of these narrow bands leaves the trees
susceptible to storm damage and river erosion.
Houses, golf courses, and even public parks too often
remove trees all the way to the water’s edge, to open
up views of the river.
Unfortunately, these efforts are
visually dramatic, but ultimately
detrimental to the properties
and to the river.
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Heritage tree program update
The Heritage Tree program is has not yet
been officially “rolled out” and applications
for Heritage trees are already being received!
Be on the lookout for the first
recognized Fredericksburg Heritage Tree. An announcement will
be made in the next newsletter
and presentations made in
December.

Forested riparian buffers (cont. from pg 1)
Removed tree cover can be costly. Falmouth Beach is an extreme example of lost tree
cover, which now requires tremendous expenditures of public funds to clean up debris
after a flood. Across the way, at Old Mill Park, there is still a need to clean up debris
when the area floods, but the healthy tree buffer along the riverbank prevents the same
level of debris accumulation. Golf courses and lawns that extend all the way to the river
are often fertilized extensively to ensure nice green lawns. Without a forested buffer,
excess fertilizer washes into the river, causing nitrogen levels to rise in the water, with
detrimental effects of aquatic plants and fish.
A substantial band of tree cover, ideally at least 75 feet deep, provides the following
benefits:

Breaks concentrated flow of stormwater
Removes sediment and nutrients from runoff
Holds soils in place through a substantial root system
Enhances both terrestrial as well as aquatic habitat

Have a tree you’d
like to nominate?
Call 372-1023 for a
brochure and
nomination form.

The City of Fredericksburg seeks to enhance the community’s quality of life by ensuring
it has shady sidewalks, inviting parks, and attractive vistas. The forested riparian buffers
upriver may not be visible unless one is actually on the river, but the trees are providing
very real benefits to City residents and those beyond.

fall planting zones chosen/dates set
The fall tree planting list has been released. Dates
and locations are as follows:
10/5

2-4 pm

Mayfield tree planting

10/13

9-Noon JM High School Service project

10/20

9-Noon Virginia/Fall Hill Ave area

11/03

9-Noon College Heights area

If you are interested in helping to plant, please call
372-1023 for more information.
Anyone can offer to volunteer.

Fredericksburg Green Committee
Department of Public Works
715 Princess Anne Street
PO Box 7447
Fredericksburg, VA 22404

Urban Forest News SEPT 2018

TREE PROFILE
LACEBARK ELM (Ulmus parvifolia)
This is a medium to fast growing tree native to China, Korea
and Japan, that adapts to many soil conditions and is
relatively free of diseases affecting other elms. One of the
most noticeable features of this tree is its mottled bark.
On mature trees, the bark will flake to reveal
patches of brown , gray, white and green.
Young trees can be gangly, but pruning when
young teaches them good street manners.
See if you can find these trees planted on
streets in Fredericksburg.

