COA FY22-0014

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
Chuck Johnston, Director, Community Planning & Building
September 14, 2021 (for the September 20, 2021 meeting)
Certificate of Appropriateness for 402 Hanover Street to replace
the existing rear addition with a new addtion two-story addition

ISSUE
Remove current rear additions, which appear to date from the late 20th century and build new two story
rear addition with approximately 2,150 sq. ft. The addition will replace the mass visible on the left (east)
side of the current addition and be no greater in form when seen from Hanover Street. The addition will
not be visible from Hanover Street on the right (west) side. The addition may visible from Charlotte
Street, through the Methodist Church parking lot, particularly when foliage is absent in the Winter,
however its mass and scale are comparable to the current addition.
UPDATED – October 6
At its September 20 meeting, the ARB postponed action on this request pending:
1. clarification of which portions of the existing structure would be demolished and
2. the materials for the addition.
The attached drawings and notes information, dated September 27, addresses these questions.
The entire 20th century addition will be demolished, as shown on the cover sheet and page 1.
The Exterior Material Notes, shown on page 2, address masonry, metal, and wood/composites materials
as well as thermal and moisture protection, window and door elements, and finishes.
BACKGROUND
The 2008 Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance Level Survey describes the building:
This 1888 building is an excellent elaborate-detailed, well-preserved, example of the Second Empire style and a
relatively rare example of the style in Fredericksburg. The mansard roof with patterned, press-tin shingles; prominent
bay windows; bracketed dental cornice; columned porch; and windows hoods all embody the distinct characteristics
of the Second Empire style and augment the building’s contribution to the high-style architecture found to the west
of the commercial district. [This structure is a three-story, three-by two bay, ell plan, wood-frame dwelling, sheathed
in weatherboard, topped with a mansard roof of pressed-tin shingles, and resting on a Flemish-bond brick foundation.
A one-story, flat-roof porch is located at the junction of the two ells. Square columns support the full entablature of
the porch roof; scrolled, pierced brackets support the projecting corona and cymatium of the cornice. A single-leaf,
wood, paneled door, with a wood, one-light storm door, opens into the left bay of the porch. A trabeated post-andlintel system supports the door opening. Bull’s-eye corner blocks adorn the intersection of the posts and lintel. The
door is flanked by half sidelights over recessed panels and topped with a three-light transom. A beaded, wood
architrave molding and a crown molding frames the entire entry bay. A bay window, with three, wood two-over-two,
double-hung sash windows, tapped by crown moldings and flanked by louvered, wood shutters: the window opening
to the right of the main door is oversized and the windows over the projecting bay are paired. Three, one-bay, gableroof dormers, with round-arch, two-over-two, double-hung sash windows and molded, ranking cornices, line the
façade of the mansard roof. A narrow architrave, wide frieze, and bracketed corona and cymatium, matching that of
the porch, encircles the eaves of the building. Three, brick, interior-end chimneys, with corbelled caps, rise from the
roof: two on the east slope and one on the west slope.
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Additions and Alterations:
A small, gable-roof addition, with a single-leaf, wood, panel door, is attached to the southeast corner the building. A
two story, flat-roof, wood-frame addition extends off the, rear south- facing elevation. A simple, wood porch is
attached to the rear of the two-story wing.

The following Certificates of Appropriateness were previously approved for this property:
June 10, 2017
Construct masonry piers and six-foot arched wood gate at the west side of the
residence
October 17, 2011 Remove rear additions and construct a new addition (not built)
June 14, 2010
Construct a two-story addition (not built)
The current proposal, the 2011 addition plans, and 2010 addition plans were all prepared by Design
Works Studio and are generally similar in bulk and mass. The 2011 and 2010 plans were submitted by
the same property owner. The current proposal is more contemporary in design than the previous
iterations, which were more imitated of the house’s Second Empire style.
RECOMMENDATION
Approval as submitted per drawings dated September 27, 2021.
APPLICABLE HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN STANDARDS & GUIDELINES
Secretary of the Interior Review Criteria
• The residential addition to a single family dwelling is a compatible use for the property.
• The original quality and character of the existing structure will not be destroyed or altered.
• The addition does not create an earlier appearance. It will be readily understood as an early 21st
century addition that is respectful of, but does not imitate, the house’s high style Second Empire
character.
• The site has a medium-high probability for archaeological/cultural resources. The owner/
contractor shall contact the on-call city archaeological consultant if any artifacts are found.
• The proposal is a current design that does not destroy significant historical material and is
compatible with the character of the property.
• The addition can be removed without impairing the integrity of the existing structure.
District Guidelines for Additions
• The two-story addition is subordinate to the three-story primary building.
• The addition is located on the rear of the original building.
• The addition does not overpower the existing structure in scale or mass and uses similar
materials so as to no call attention away from the historic structure.
• The addition’s roof does interrupt or obscure the existing roof. An almost flat roof on the
portion of the addition adjacent to the house ensures no impact on the mansard feature.
• The addition is contemporary and is not made to look older than it is. It is not a replica of the
historic structure, but respects its mass and scale.
• The addition does not impair the essential form and integrity of the original building.
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APPROVAL CRITERIA
Criteria for evaluating proposed changes are found in City Code § 72-23.1(D)2 and are based on the
United States Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.
S
D
NA S – satisfies D – does not satisfy NA – not applicable
(1) Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a
X
property by requiring minimal alteration of the building, structure, or site and
its environment, or by using a property for its originally intended purposes.
(2) The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or site
and its environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any
X
historical material or distinctive architectural features should be avoided
when possible.
(3) All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as products of their own
X
time. Alterations that have no basis and which seek to create an earlier
appearance shall be discouraged.
(4) Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the
history and development of a building, structure, or site and its environment.
X
These changes may have acquired significance in their own right, and this
significance shall be recognized and respected.
(5) Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which
X
characterize a building, structure, or site shall be treated with sensitivity.
(6) Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced,
wherever possible. If replacement is necessary, the new material should
match the material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and
other visual qualities. Replacement of missing architectural features should be
X
based on historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural
designs or the availability of different architectural elements from other
buildings or structures.
(7) The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest
X
means possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage
the historic building materials shall not be undertaken.
(8) Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological
X
resources affected by or adjacent to any project.
(9) Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall
not be discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy
significant historical, architectural, or cultural material, and such design is
X
compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and character of the property,
neighborhood, or environment.
(10)Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in
such a manner that, if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the
X
future, the essential form and integrity of the structure would be unimpaired.
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Applicable Historic District Design Guidelines for Additions
S
D
NA S – satisfies
D – does not satisfy
NA – not applicable
X
1. Additions should be subordinate in size to the primary building and as
inconspicuous as possible.
X

2. Locate additions to the rear or side of the original building.

X

3. Additions should not visually overpower the existing structure.

X

X

X

4. Careful attention must be paid where the roofs of additions interact with the
roof of the building to which the addition is being made. The roofs of new
additions should not interrupt or obscure significant characteristics of the
existing roof.
5. To avoid compromising the integrity of historic buildings, additions should
not be made to look older than they are. New construction should be
differentiated from the old while still being compatible with the massing, scale,
and architectural features of the original building. Replicas only confuse the
importance of the original architecture.
6. Additions should be constructed so as not to impair the essential form and
integrity of the original building

Attachments:
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AERIAL
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Southeast
Rear View

Northwest Rear View
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East Side

West Side
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