COA FY22-0015

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
Chuck Johnston, Director, Community Planning & Building
September 17, 2021 (for the September 20, 2021 meeting)
Certificate of Appropriateness 1205 Charles Street to replace
asbestos roof with asphalt shingles and replace aluminum
gutters.

ISSUE
Removal of asbestos roof, replace roof material with asphalt shingles, replace 4-inch aluminum gutters
with 6-inch new aluminum gutters (same style), and add attic fans to increase life span of new roof and
protect the property from heat and moisture damage.
BACKGROUND
The 2008 Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance Level Survey describes the building:
This circa 1910 Colonial Revival style building has two-and- a-half story, two-bay, hipped roof, woodframe dwelling is clad in weatherboard with two interior, flue, brick chimneys with corbelled caps
and rests on a low, brick foundation. The roof is covered in metal shingles with scrolled, wood
brackets. There is a shed roof dormer on the façade slope. There is a one-story, full-width, hipped
roof porch supported by engaged Tuscan column and a simple, wood balustrade. The roof of the
porch has a denticular cornice with a simple frieze. Sash, double-hung, 1/1, 2/2, and 3/1, wood
windows are typical. The entrance on the façade has a single-leaf, wood panel door with a transom.
Additions and alterations:
There is a two-story, hipped roof, wood-frame addition attached to the east elevation of the main
block. There is a one-story, side-gable, wood-frame addition to the west elevation. There is a onestory, hipped roof porch supported by turned posts, a turned wood balustrade, and spindle wood
frieze attached to the southeast corner of the addition.
The following Certificates of Appropriateness were previously approved for this property:
November 23, 2020
Enclose portion of side porch and replace non-historic windows and
doors on rear addition
June 14, 1994
Install fence
RECOMMENDATION
Approval as submitted.
APPLICABLE HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN STANDARDS & GUIDELINES
Secretary of the Interior Review Criteria
• The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building will not be destroyed.
• The deteriorating asbestos shingle roof materials cannot be repaired and being replace with
asphalt materials that are comparable to the asbestos shingles
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District Guidelines for Roofs
• The original roof shape, size, materials, and distinguishing elements will be retained.
• The asbestos shingles cannot be repaired are to replace with asphalt shingles the are similar.
• The replacement roof would convey substantially the same visual appearance of the original
roof.
APLICABLE HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN STANDARDS & GUIDELINES
APPROVAL CRITERIA
Criteria for evaluating proposed changes are found in City Code § 72-23.1(D)2 and are based on the
United States Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.
S
D
NA S – satisfies D – does not satisfy NA – not applicable
(1) Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a
X
property by requiring minimal alteration of the building, structure, or site and
its environment, or by using a property for its originally intended purposes.
(2) The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or site
and its environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any
X
historical material or distinctive architectural features should be avoided
when possible.
(3) All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as products of their own
X
time. Alterations that have no basis and which seek to create an earlier
appearance shall be discouraged.
(4) Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the
history and development of a building, structure, or site and its environment.
X
These changes may have acquired significance in their own right, and this
significance shall be recognized and respected.
(5) Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which
characterize a building, structure, or site shall be treated with sensitivity.
(6) Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced,
wherever possible. If replacement is necessary, the new material should
match the material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and
other visual qualities. Replacement of missing architectural features should be
X
based on historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural
designs or the availability of different architectural elements from other
buildings or structures.
(7) The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest
X
means possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage
the historic building materials shall not be undertaken.
(8) Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological
X
resources affected by or adjacent to any project.

2

COA FY22-0015

(9) Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall
not be discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy
significant historical, architectural, or cultural material, and such design is
X
compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and character of the property,
neighborhood, or environment.
(10)Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in
such a manner that, if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the
X
future, the essential form and integrity of the structure would be unimpaired.
Applicable Historic District Design Guidelines for Roof Repair/Rehabilitation:
S
D
NA S – satisfies
D – does not satisfy
NA – not applicable
X
1. Retain original roof shape, size, materials, and distinguishing elements.
2. Individual elements of the roof covering, whether slate shingles, metal
shingles, metal pans, or asphalt shingles, should be replaced in kind when they
are damaged or become detached. If replacement is necessary, materials
should match the original in composition, color, thickness, and dimension.

X

X

3. Avoid applying paint or other coatings to roofing materials that have
historically been unpainted and uncoated. Avoid using materials that are
physically or chemically incompatible and which would cause accelerated
deterioration or corrosion.
4. Avoid replacing roofs with a substitute material that does not convey the
same visual appearance of the historic roof. If replacement of a roof is not
technically or economically feasible, the substitute material should convey the
same visual appearance of the original roof as much as possible.

X

X

5. Avoid reducing the visual integrity of the roof by removing original chimneys,
cupolas, skylights, light wells, or other elements that contribute to the style and
character of the building.

X

6. Porch roofs are encouraged to utilize standing- or flat-lock metal seam roofs
that are hand-seamed, or closely approximate hand-seaming. Seams that, in
section, are large, rectangular seams, reminiscent of pre-formed seams utilized
on prefabricated industrial or commercial structures, are not acceptable.
Membrane roofs are acceptable substitutes for flat-lock seamed metal roofs.
7. New elements such as vents or skylights should not be added to the façade
or other highly visible areas

X

8. Plastic dome skylights are inappropriate in the Historic District.

X

9. Original wood roof windows, scuttles, and skylights should be retained and
repaired wherever possible.

X

Attachments:
1.
2.
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AERIAL
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From Charles St.
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Views of Guttering from Charles Street
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