COA FY22-0007

MEMORANDUM

TO:
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
FROM: Chuck Johnston, Director, Community Planning & Building
James Newman, Zoning Administrator
DATE: September 14, 2021 (for the September 20, 2021 meeting)
RE:
Certificate of Appropriateness for
ISSUE
Installation of additional AC unit in a secondary front yard, adjacent to an existing AC unit. The unit will
be screened with shrubbery, and is a suitable location based on proximity to the existing AC unit.
BACKGROUND
The 2008 Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance Level Survey describes the building:
This 1881 church is a Tudor Revival, two-story cruciform plan gable-roof church constructed of
load-bearing, random ashlar stone and topped with a steeply-pitched roof.
RECOMMENDATION
Approval. Consideration should be given to requiring that both units be fully screened from view.
APPLICABLE HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN STANDARDS & GUIDELINES
APPROVAL CRITERIA
Criteria for evaluating proposed changes are found in City Code § 72-23.1(D)2 and are based on the
United States Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.
S
D
NA S – satisfies D – does not satisfy NA – not applicable
(1) Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a
X
property by requiring minimal alteration of the building, structure, or site and
its environment, or by using a property for its originally intended purposes.
(2) The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or site
and its environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any
X
historical material or distinctive architectural features should be avoided
when possible.
(3) All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as products of their own
X
time. Alterations that have no basis and which seek to create an earlier
appearance shall be discouraged.
(4) Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the
history and development of a building, structure, or site and its environment.
X
These changes may have acquired significance in their own right, and this
significance shall be recognized and respected.
(5) Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which
X
characterize a building, structure, or site shall be treated with sensitivity.
(6) Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced,
X
wherever possible. If replacement is necessary, the new material should
match the material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and
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other visual qualities. Replacement of missing architectural features should be
based on historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural
designs or the availability of different architectural elements from other
buildings or structures.
(7) The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest
means possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage
the historic building materials shall not be undertaken.
(8) Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological
resources affected by or adjacent to any project.
(9) Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall
not be discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy
significant historical, architectural, or cultural material, and such design is
compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and character of the property,
neighborhood, or environment.
(10)Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in
such a manner that, if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the
future, the essential form and integrity of the structure would be unimpaired.

X
X

X

X

Applicable Historic District Design Guidelines:
Chapter 5 Site Elements Section E: Site Appurtenances lays out regulations for HVAC equipment. Site
appurtenances such as HVAC equipment, communications equipment, and garbage enclosures are
recognized as utilitarian and necessary, but since the design of individual element is subject to mass
production (with no modification), this section focuses upon sympathetic siting and screening rather
than design. The visual impact of new mechanical equipment should be minimized to protect the
historic character of the district.
S
X

D

NA

S – satisfies
D – does not satisfy
NA – not applicable
New units should be placed in side or rear yards to minimize any visual impact. Side
yard units should be set back as far from the front of the building as possible.

X

Rooftop units should be located so that they are minimally visible from the public
right-of-way. Fencing or screening is required where units are visible.

X

HVAC equipment installed on the ground should be appropriately screened with
fencing or vegetation.
X

Exhaust vents or fans should be installed where their visibility is minimized and has
the least impact on historic materials.

X

For commercial buildings with limited site space, place mechanical units on sections
of the roof that are not visible from public rights-of-way if possible, and screen the
units as necessary.

Attachments:
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