MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman Rodriguez and Planning Commission Members

FROM: Susanna Finn, Community Development Planner

DATE: June 24, 2020 Meeting

RE: Comprehensive Plan Amendment for the General Land Use Plan and Area Plan for
Small Area 7

ISSUE

The City of Fredericksburg seeks to amend its Comprehensive Plan to adopt the new Small Area Plan
for Planning Area 7 in Chapter 11 and update Chapter 10 to include new transects.

RECOMMENDATION
Conclude the public hearing and recommend the amendments to City Council for adoption.

BACKGROUND

These amendments will focus on the addition of transects related to Small Area 7 in Chapter 10 and
the Small Area Plan for Area 7. This plan is heavily focused on upgrade strategies implemented
through capital improvements designed to build on Area 7’s role as downtown, not just for the City,
but for the Region. The plan also conceptualizes and guides the direction for future development in
this area by establishing guiding principles for future land use decisions that create opportunity for the
adoption of form based code elements into the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO).

At the June 24" Planning Commission meeting, the public hearing on the Area 7 amendments was
held. At this meeting, four public comments were submitted and read into the record. Discussion
from the Planning Commissioners focused on addressing these comments. To the extent practicable,
the plan submitted for discussion incorporates these recommendations.

Open Space:

Seven people signed one comment in support of the formalization of the green space near the train
station called Trestle Park. They asked that the open space be referred to as a park and asked that
additional language be included to reference that the section north of the concrete wall be maintained
and preserved, if possible, in future train station redevelopment strategies. They supported the
consideration for the historic train station’s reuse for passengers. They also asked that consideration
be given to prioritize local parking needs for any parking deck near the train station. To address these
concerns the following has been added to the amendments:

11(7)14 - Formalize the City owned patcel adjacent to the Janney-Marshall Building (called Trestle
Park by nearby residents) as a City park. Regarding the section of green space north of the concrete
wall, adjacent to the access lanes and parking, flexibility may be needed for a future new and
expanded Train Station and access lanes. However, the green space and its healthy tree canopy are an
asset that should be maintained for now, and as much as possible in the future Train Station
expansion.
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Since the public hearing, Parks staff have received comments from the public about the Canal Street right-of-
way. The Area 7 Plan already includes discussion about this historic ferry landing as an opportunity for
historic interpretation, river access, and open space. Parks staff have requested that the ferry landing be
recognized as a City patk.

11(7)9 - Recognize the historic John DeBaptiste Ferry Landing on Canal Street with water access and
interpretation, formalizing this as a City park.

Parks and Recreation staff agreed that a “park” designation was appropriate for these areas since the currently
oversee maintenance and would like to be able to add more programming to the spaces. To formally adopt
these as parks, it would require endorsement from council after a recommendation from the recreation
commission. To begin this process, Trestle Park and the DeBaptiste Ferry Landing are identified in Table 4-7,
City-omwned Property for Future Parks, of the Public Services, Public Facilities, and Preserved Open Space chapter.
If the Recreation Commission endorses these designation at a July meeting, their recommendation will be
forwarded along with the amendments for a City Council designation. At which point, should Council adopt
the spaces as parks, the listings will move to Table 4-6, Fredericksburg Parks and Recreation Inventory.

Auntomobile Traffic:

In regards to traffic, three residents submitted comments raising concern about the conversion of
Princess Anne and Caroline Streets through Darbytown. The three are residents of the 200-block of
Princess Anne Street at were particularly concerned about the effect that any traffic change would
have on parking, vehicle speed, and visibility. Currently, the plan addresses that any conversion of
traffic flow will only be completed after engineering analysis and design to address issues of feasibility,
safety, parking, and other system level effects. To more specifically address the concerns raised by
residents the following has been added to the amendments:

11(7)24 - Particular attention should be paid to the effects traffic pattern changes may have on parking,
visibility, and speed. This study should evaluate the potential to remove access to Princess Anne Street
from Dixon Street.

GENERAL PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND

Once the public hearing is complete and the Planning Commission takes action, the amendments will
return to City Council for public hearing and action. The following step will be proposing land use
regulations to implement these policies. The City Council initiated this process on January 28, 2020,
through Resolution 20-02 and voted to forward this matter to the Planning Commission for its
meeting on February 26. The necessary amendments were advertised for consideration by the
Planning Commission and the public hearing was opened at the February 26" meeting and held open.
The public hearing was again advertised for the June 24™ meeting and at this meeting it was announced
that the comment period would be held open until July 8. So far, no additional comments have been
received. If recommended for approval by the Planning commission, the amendments would be sent
to Council for their adoption at their August 11" meeting.

CONCLUSION

The Area 7 planning effort began in July of 2018. Since that time, work with the public, City
departments, boards, and commissions has refined the Area 7 plan into amendments ready for
adoption.
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