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CITY OF FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA   

CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
Council Chambers, 715 Princess Anne Street 
Fredericksburg, Virginia  22401 

 
March 10, 2020 

 
 The Council of the City of Fredericksburg, Virginia, held a public hearing on 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020, beginning at 8:39 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 

 City Council Present.  Mayor Mary Katherine Greenlaw, Vice-Mayor William 

C. Withers, Jr., Council members Kerry P. Devine, Dr. Timothy P. Duffy, Charlie L. Frye, 

Jr., Jason N. Graham and Matthew J. Kelly. 

Also Present.  City Manager Timothy J. Baroody, Assistant City Manager Mark 

Whitley, Assistant City Manager Doug Fawcett, City Attorney Kathleen Dooley, Economic 

Development Director Bill Freehling, Community Planning and Building Services Director 

Charles Johnston, Zoning Administrator James Newman, Fire Chief Eddie Allen, Deputy 

Chief Mike Jones, Human Resources Director Lesley Moore, Police Chief Brian Layton, 

Chief Information Officer Suzanne Tills, Director of Parks, Recreation and Special Events 

Jane Shelhorse, Budget Manager Brenna Erford and Clerk of Council Tonya B. Lacey. 

Notice of Public Hearings (D19-__ thru D19-__).  The Clerk read the 

notice of the public hearings as they appeared in the local newspaper, the purpose being to 

solicit citizen input. 

Ordinance 20-03, First Read Approved, Amending the Unified 

Development Ordinance to Regulate Infill Development, by Amending 
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the Designated Front Yards, Secondary Front Yards, and Rear Yards on 

Corner Lots and Through Lots (D19-__). no speakers.  Staff gave a brief summary 

stating that this ordinance was passed on second read at the last meeting but this section was 

left out of the ordinance. Mr. Johnston also added that a citizen contacted the City 

requesting the City take a look at this ordinance because it would affect the plans he has 

been working on that were designed based on the current ordinance.   

Ms. Dooley stated that Section 3 of the drafted ordinance would be effective 

immediately and she suggested providing any application submitted and accepted as 

complete, to be reviewed under the current ordinance.  She recommended amending Section 

3 making the ordinance effective in 90 days and any application submitted and completed 

before the 90 days would be reviewed under the current regulations. 

Councilor Kelly requested staff try to make the notices clearer for the public so they 

are aware of what was being considered.  

Vice-Mayor Withers made a motion to approve Ordinance 20-03, on first read, 

amending the Unified Development Ordinance to regulate infill development, by amending 

the designated front yards, secondary front yards, and rear yards on corner lots and through 

lots and changing Section 3 to making the change effective in 90 days after the second read 

approval; motion was seconded by Councilor Kelly. 

Councilor Frye stated he would be voting against this item so that he could get more 

information on the changes. 

The motion passed by the following recorded votes.  Ayes (6). Councilors Greenlaw, 

Withers, Devine, Duffy, Graham and Kelly.   Nays (1). Councilor Frye. 
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Ordinance 20-04, First Read Approved, Rezoning Approximately 

4.04 Acres of Land Along Fall Hill Avenue at GPIN 7769-77-5997 frim 

Commercial Highway to Planned Development (D19-__). 

Resolution 20-15, Granting Special Exceptions for Setbacks, 

Location of Accessory Structures and Bulk Standards for a Swimming 

Pool, and Drive-Through Standards for the Springhill Suites Hotel 

Project Located at the Corner of Fall Hill Avenue and Briscoe Lane. 

(D19-__). The two public hearings were held together. one speaker.  Staff presented a 

PowerPoint presentation and he provided an overview of the application, a map of the 

location, a current zoning map, he gave the background for the property, proposed proffers, 

special exceptions, general development plan (GDP) for the property, design details, general 

development plan for the hotel, pool commercial space, Planning Commission’s 

recommendation and conclusion. (See D20-__ for more information). 

Councilor Devine was concerned with the safety around the pool and suggested that 

the fencing be higher because it was on a public road.  Mr. Johnston stated that the applicant 

would like a taller fence but it would require a special exception and it would have to go 

through the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

The applicants representative Attorney Charlie Payne with Hirschler Fleischer 

presented a PowerPoint giving the company’s background, the property overview, special 

exception purpose, recommended land use, GDP overview, economic development, phasing 

plan, architectural features, hotel interior, transportation and Comprehensive Plan analysis. 

(See D20-__ for more information). 
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Councilor Devine asked if the Council could put a condition that says the hotel has 

to be built first.  Mr. Payne noted that because of the opportunity fund the hotel would have 

to be built first because of the timeline. 

Councilor Graham expressed his concern with the drive through and the taper.  He 

was concerned for the safety of the pedestrians.  Mr. Johnston explained that the taper 

would make it even safer for the pedestrians because it was taking the pedestrians further 

away from the road.  Mr. Payne explained that it would be difficult to attract the business 

they are trying to attract if the drive through was not allowed. 

Vice-Mayor Withers said he received a call from one of the property owners next to 

this project and he was in full support of the project.  

Vice-Mayor Withers made a motion to approve Ordinance 20-03, on first read, 

rezoning approximately 4.04 acres of land along Fall Hill Avenue at GPIN 7769-77-5997 

from Commercial Highway to Planned Development; motion was seconded by Councilor 

Kelly and passed by the following recorded votes.  Ayes (7). Councilors Greenlaw, Withers, 

Devine, Duffy, Frye Graham and Kelly.   Nays (0).  

Vice-Mayor Withers made a motion to approve Ordinance 20-03, on first read, 

Resolution 20-15, granting special exceptions for setbacks, location of accessory structures 

and bulk standards for a swimming pool, and drive-through standards for the Springhill 

Suites Hotel Project located at the corner of Fall Hill Avenue an Briscoe Lane; motion was 

seconded by Councilor Duffy. 

Councilor Kelly noted that he was not a fan of special exceptions but because the 

applicant was putting the parking in the back and the issue with the pool he understood the 

reasoning.  He was excited that this was a hotel and not a car dealership. 
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Councilor Devine asked if Vice-Mayor Withers would entertain an amendment to 

the motion stipulating the hotel must be built first. Vice-Mayor Withers said he did not think 

there was need for the amendment. Mr. Payne said with the Opportunity Fund the approval 

could not have any conditions on it stating the hotel had to be built first because they were a 

collective project.  He also explained that the rezoning requires them to build a hotel because 

it was on their GDP which has been proffered as a use in the proffer statement. 

The motion passed by the following recorded votes.  Ayes (7). Councilors Greenlaw, 

Withers, Devine, Duffy, Frye Graham and Kelly.   Nays (0).  

Adjourned.  There being no more speakers to come before the Council at this 

time, Mayor Greenlaw declared the hearing officially adjourned at 8:01 p.m.    

  

            
            Mary Katherine Greenlaw, Mayor 

 
 
       
Tonya B. Lacey, Clerk of Council, CMC 
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