
  

Minutes 

Board of Zoning Appeals 

September 21, 2015 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 
 
 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT 

 
Helen P. Ross, Chair 
Jay Jarrell III, Vice-Chair 
Matthew Muggeridge  
Beatrice Paolucci 
Richard Conway, Alternate 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
Brian Raska 

STAFF 
 

Marne Sherman, Development 
Administrator 
Mike Craig, Zoning 
Administrator 
Kathleen Dooley, City 
Attorney 
Phaun Moore, Secretary 

 
 
Ms. Ross called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
OPENING REMARKS 
 
Ms. Ross determined that a quorum was present and public notice requirements had been met. 
 
DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Ms. Ross asked if any Board member had engaged in ex parte communications on any item 
before the Board.  No one indicated that they had engaged in any ex parte communication. 
 
DISCLOSURE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
Ms. Ross asked if any Board member had any conflicts of interest on any item before the Board.  
No one indicated that they had any conflicts of interest. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
There were no additions or changes to the agenda.   
 
Ms. Paolucci made a motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Mr. Muggeridge seconded.  The 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 
 
 1. APP 2015-01: John J. and Stacey N. Strentz-McLaughlin – 814 Cornell Street 
(Fence) – Appeal of the Development Administrator’s denial of a fence permit application at 814 

 
 



Cornell Street (GPIN 7779-84-5870).  The action cited non-compliance with the Unified 
Development Ordinance, Section 72-56.2.B, limiting the fence height to four feet.  The fence 
permit application was submitted to erect a fence, six feet in height, on the lot including the 
portion of the lot within a front yard along Littlepage Street.  The property is zoned R-4, 
Residential, and is used for residential purposes.  
  
The Development Administrator, Marne Sherman, presented the Board and applicants with 
handouts (Attachment A – Section 72-82 and Section 72-56 of the City Code.  Attachment B – 
Diagrams of corner lots with fences at 725 Lee Avenue and 1001 Kenmore Avenue).   
 
Ms. Sherman presented her case and reviewed the handouts.   
 
The Board of Zoning Appeals members asked Ms. Sherman questions. 
 
Mr. Jarrell asked what the Board’s options were regarding the appeal. 
 
The City’s Attorney, Kathleen Dooley informed the Board that their options were to affirm, 
modify, or reverse the denial of the permit.  Ms. Dooley clarified that the case was for an appeal, 
not a variance. 
 
The applicants’ attorney, Jeannie P. Dahnk, presented the appeal for John J. and Stacey N. 
Strentz-McLaughlin.   
 
The Board of Zoning Appeals members asked Ms. Dahnk questions. 
 
Public comment: 

• Georgia Strentz – 922 Grove Avenue spoke in favor. 
• Nancy Collins – 1109 Littlepage Street spoke in opposition. 
• Jeremy Austin – 1112 Littlepage Street spoke in favor. 

Letter: 
• Richard and Elsie Hagenlocker – 810 Cornell Street wrote in favor. 

 
The Board discussed the appeal and that the decision was based on City Code. 
 
Mr. Muggeridge made a motion to deny the appeal and uphold the Development Administrator’s 
denial of the fence permit and adopt the Record of Decision.  Mr. Jarrell seconded.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 1. Amend BZA Bylaws. 
 
Mr. Craig reviewed the amendments that were proposed at the August 17, 2015 meeting. 
 
Ms. Paolucci made a motion to approve the amended Bylaws.  Mr. Muggeridge seconded.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
    2. BZA discussion re: Quorum. 

 
 



 
The Board discussed and clarified the requirements for a quorum. 
 
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES 
 
There were no changes to the meeting minutes from August 17, 2015. 
 
Mr. Jarrell made a motion to adopt the minutes as written.  Ms. Paolucci seconded.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
STAFF / BOARD COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Craig informed the Board there would be a meeting in September that would include a 
public hearing item.  
 
Mr. Muggeridge and Ms. Paolucci expressed interest in receiving any additional training 
materials available. 
 
Ms. Paolucci reminded the Board that her term would be expiring December 31, 2015. 
 
Ms. Paolucci made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Conway seconded.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:26 p.m. 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Helen P. Ross, Chair 

 
 


















